

1 


ISV Community Days 


Sign up nov 


t 


Smart clients. Smart developers. 






iilnwW|P»rtn 




A challenger for iSCSI 

Zeiera's IP-oasea transport promises fast, nx>re affordable networKad storaga 

XnsMar, By HarM ApiceMa 

Fcpruary la, 2005 



You nave prooaply naard by now That Qell (Pnjfiic, Amdes) is oflering an i^csi version of the AX100, their ontryse 

array lor SMBs developed In cooperation with EMC (Profile. Products. Artides). 



Its an option that malces much sense. 
SPONSOR consioaring the target marKet of the 

tp communications. . .rs AX100, and orte that maitcs the unit 

coming. But wnen? TOra appeafing to flrst*time networked 

storage buyers because it saves the 
Sponsored oy C«co Systems ^ buiWing a Separate FC (FiDfB 

Channel} network. 

SPONSOR 

Acuonawe Approaches to startinQ pfioe of the new mod^. 

ImptamenCmg auSiness service framed AXlOOi (of course), is $5,000. 
Management (BSM) With the inherently Simpler 

manag^ent of iSCSI networks, the 
Sponsored by BMC Software ^\x jg |gsg expensive to buy and to 

deploy than its FC version. 

This new episode in me iSCSi vs. FC nvalry reminded me that another 
technology, with iha promise of further lowering the cost of networked 
Storage while maimalnirtg exceptionally fast performance, vnll soon enter 
the loumamertt. 

This new -* and for rxtw unnamed * storage networking technology 
originated from newcomer Zetera (accent is on the first syllable), which 
made me initial announcement in January. Zetera is rxtt Involved in 
manufactoring products, but its forthcoming technology has already 
captured me interest of companies such Bell Microproducts, Netgear, 
and StorCase. 

In essence. Zetera has created a r>aw and unique approach to storage 
networking based on blocK-basad access to remote disk drives over 
Ethernet using the familiar IP protocol. 




SPONSORED REPORT 

XnlOWorld'ii 3005 SOA RofMircti Hmpon This excensivi 
conouctcfl Dy InfowoflO m conjurtcwon with BEa Systems i 
2005 highlights me industry's current percepCiOhS, acopuc 
usage of Service Ortemed Architecture technology- ledm t 
me nsing noe or SOA in this free repon. 

SPONSOR: 

BEA Systems 



That description could fit iSCSI as well, but Zetera takes a Slightly " 

different approach that essentially makes each necworked drive smarter and able to communicate Independently with muhipie 
fact, using a propdeiary card that translates UPP (user datagram protocol) frames into disk oommarKls, Zetera makes each &*\ 
network citizen with its own iP address. On the computer side, device drivers and management sofiMrare enable basic disk coi 
and managemeni, plus conrvectivity to the remote drives, of course. 




The first striking difference between Zetera's technology and other storage netwoms is the lack of controllers on target storage 
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used to a nisrarcfiicai storage structuB where a host can access disK drives ority via intermediary I/O controllers that removinc 
potential source of bottleriecKs ftom our rninds may require some adjtistments in our approach- 



In a Zetera storage netwonc, each drive can be the target of unmediated. point to point, or multicast cornmumcaflorts with a ho 
payload for each UDP packet can be as much as 32KB, a respectably high value that makes me technology a good candidate 
intensive applications such as volume copies or oacKups 



It’s interesting to note that the lack of controlieis doesrtl prevent me use of RAID for added performance and reliability; Accofc 
Zetera, its streamlined architecture translates into efficient software-based RAID. 



If you’re asking why Zetera would multicast frames, me reason is mat a single logical volume can be spread for perfonrtance, ■ 
for uTiproved reliability, across mulbpla physical drives - hence me need to multicast, or essentially send the same command t 
addresses. 



Zetera also allows you to slice a single drive into multiple volumes, which explains each command bears an IBA (logtcal l 
address) range in addition to the IP address to ideni^ its target. 

I have seen a convincing demo of an embryonic Zetera network made up of a laptop host and a prototype box containing an l[ 
me interface card- Soon we may see conceptually similar units enter me home and SOHO computing markets, but Zetera has 
ambitiotis plans for its tachnology that indude entry level and midtief storage. 



On paper, a technology such as Zetaia’sthat promises fast performance, easy management and contained cost Should pe a c 
in a market such as networked storage that, like the AXi OOi announcement suggests, is stfll strugglmg to find me right compro 
between performance and cost 



in practicB, me success of Zetera’s approach to storage networks win be determined by its acceptance by majnstream vendor: 
end. home computing, and SOho markets, Zetera has no rivals - but conquering a space in me SMB and midtier storage coi. 
struggle. Vendors of iSCSI solutions know mis all too well. 

4om me on The Storage Network bwg to disoiss mis and other topics. 
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This extensive stuoy caonducied by Infbwono in conju 
BEA Systems in March of 2005 moniiQbts ihe mdustrys cult 
perce(^ons, adopaon rates, and usage of Service Oriented 
technology, team more about the rising tide of SOA in this 

• Infoworld Strategy Guide; Business Intdlioence 

» WORE SPONSORED REPORTS 



. - -- ... .. .-'V 

PAGE 12114 ‘ RCVD AT 4118/2005 7:34:44 PM [Eastern Daylight Iimel ‘ SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ‘ DNI8:8729306 ‘ CSID:714 546 9035* DURATION (mm-ss):05-24 




* Apr-18-05 04:41pu Froni-RUTAN & TUCKER LLP, 



714-546-9035 



T-869 P.14/14 F-832 




Order today lo get your FREE suDscr<pUon to 
infdworfcl magazine, tne weeKjy puoiication mat 
provides indrspertsaote product mformaPon to IT 
professtonaJs 

MOTTE Cornpiimenjusry suDscnpuons sent only CO 
cno:;c! applicants wno qualify. 



First Name: 



Company Name; 



Mailing Address: 



Scare/ Province: 
jSBiaa One 

Email Address: 

ni 



tast Name: 



1 




Tiae: 




1 - 

City: 


i 



Zip/Posi^i Code: 



NOTE; Offer valid in U.5. and Canada only 
Non-U.S. click nere 



I home I NEWS I TEST CENTER | OPINIONS | PRODUCT GUIDE | TEChINOEX | A&OuC . ■ AqvertiS< 

Copyrignc © 2005, Repnnts. Permissions. Licensing. IDG NenvorH. Privacy Po 
AM Rignts reserved. InfoWodd is a leading puDfisher of technology informaiion and product reviev¥s on topics including viruses, phn 

wireless, aata&ases. and weo services. 

Compucerwond Network vwond :: OO :: PC worto :: Darwin CMO :: CSQ :: Bn 
rr Careers. . Javawond :: nacwona :: nac Central Piayiist GamePm :: GarnfiStar 



site: testcenter zone: article pkeys: pkey=standards;pkey=storage; skeys; 
sKey=scorage_m3nagemenr;skey=scora9e_$tandards; tdata; kw=; Dd: u^: 






PAGE 14/14 ‘ RCVD AT 4/18/20D5 7:34:44 PM [Eastern Daylight rime]* 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/2 * DNI8:8729306‘ C8ID:714 546 9035* DURATION Jnm-ss):05-24^^ 



